Abstract Metastatic Crohn's disease is a rare inflammatory condition characterised by cutaneous granulomatous lesions separated from the affected bowel by normal intact skin. Involvement of the genitalia in Crohn's disease is rare and consists of ulcerated lesions in almost all of the cases reported in the literature. We describe a case of penile involvement in a 27 year old man with a 5 year history of Crohn's disease. Should genital involvement precede the bowel disease, patients may consult the sexually transmitted disease service for this problem and the dermatovenereologists may be the first to formulate the diagnosis. (Genitourin Med 1995;71:45-46) 
Introduction
Non caseating epithelioid granulomas are the pathological features of skin involvement in several diseases such as systemic sarcoidosis, foreign body and necrobiotic granulomas, and some mycobacterial and fungal infections; very rarely these pathological features may represent cutaneous Crohn's disease (CD). ' The onset of cutaneous or mucosal lesions of CD most frequently follow involvement of the bowel. Case report A 27 year old man presented to our sexually transmitted disease service with a 14 day history of painless penile ulceration. On clinical examination diffuse erythema and swelling of the glans and preputial skin were evident. An oval ulcer of 1 cm at its greatest diameter with an indurated base was localised at the base of the glans and on the inner preputial skin.
Three minor oval lesions were found near the principal ulcer.
There was no significant inguinal lymphadenopathy and the patient did not have any other genitourinary symptoms. A cytological examination of the ulcers showed a mixture of inflammatory cells and dark field 
